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Thank you for your interest in the Kentucky Court of Justice and its annual report for the 
2009 fiscal year that began July 1, 2008, and ended June 30, 2009.  
 
The Administrative Office of the Courts – the operational arm of the Kentucky Court of 
Justice – is required by state law to issue an annual report that includes statistics for the 
state and for each of Kentucky’s 120 counties on the outcome of felony arrests in these 
categories: 

• Conviction percentages  
• Percentages of fines, imprisonment or other penalty assessment  
• Percentage of acquittals  
• Percentage of dismissals  
• Percentage of pleas as charges  
• Percentage of pleas to reduce charges  
• Percentage of disposition to guilty as charged by trial  
• Percentage of those found guilty of lesser charge by trial  
• Percentage of jury trials  
• Percentage of bench trials  
• The number of juvenile offenders tried as adults  
• Shock probation by disposition type 

For more information about the data provided in this report, please see the section titled 
Annual Report Documentation.  

The statistics are derived from the AOC’s CourtNet database and were accurate as of the 
date they were compiled for the report. Due to ongoing cases, the statistics will change. 
CourtNet is constantly updated with new information. To request current data for Fiscal 
Year 2009, please contact the Division of Records and Statistics at 800-928-2350.   

The state statutes pertaining to the AOC annual report are KRS 27A.460, KRS 27A.470 
and KRS 27A.440. 

In addition to the required data, this report contains information regarding the payment of 
fines, court costs, restitution and other court-ordered monetary penalties, as well as 
background information on the Kentucky court system. 
 
We hope that you find this report informative. 
 
Kentucky court system is a national model 
 
The Kentucky Court of Justice is one of the commonwealth’s finest achievements and 
has earned a national reputation for many of its initiatives, including Family Court, Drug 
Court, judicial center facilities, judicial education and pretrial services. Our statewide 
case management system has put Kentucky on the cutting edge of court technology.  
  



We are adapting to the state’s changing demographics by providing trained interpreters to 
translate court proceedings for those who have a limited ability to communicate in 
English. Our roster of qualified mediators continues to grow as more individuals save 
time and money by using mediation to resolve their disputes outside of a courtroom.  
  
The Kentucky court system is committed to providing fair and equal treatment to its 
personnel and to the citizens who come before its courts, regardless of race, gender, 
religion, ethnicity or sexual orientation.  
 
Kentucky Court of Justice 
The Judicial Branch at a Glance 
 
The Judicial Branch of state government is responsible for providing citizens with equal 
access to justice as they exercise their constitutional rights and privileges.  
 
Nearly 1.2 million court cases flow through Kentucky courtrooms each year, affecting 
millions of citizens. Almost every person will interact with the courts at some point, 
whether to obtain a driver’s license, pursue a small claims case, seek protection from 
domestic violence, settle an estate, legalize an adoption, finalize a divorce, file a civil 
case, seek justice in a criminal matter and many other reasons. 
 
A Unified Court System 
 
The Judicial Article to the Kentucky Constitution, passed in 1975 and effective in 1976, 
established Kentucky’s unified court system. The article created the Judicial Branch as an 
independent branch of government, separate from the Executive and Legislative branches 
and from county and city governments.  
 
It also created the Supreme Court of Kentucky and made the chief justice the 
administrative head of the state court system, also known as the Kentucky Court of 
Justice. 
 
Justices and judges run for election on a nonpartisan basis. Judicial vacancies that occur 
during an unexpired term are filled by a Judicial Nominating Commission headed by the 
chief justice. The JNC chooses three candidates from the pool of applicants and submits 
their names to the governor, who then appoints one individual to fill the vacancy.  
  
The Judicial Conduct Commission is the only entity authorized under the Kentucky 
Constitution to take disciplinary action against a sitting Kentucky judge. The commission 
investigates and reviews complaints against judges and conducts hearings about alleged 
misconduct when warranted. 
  
The Administrative Office of the Courts is the operations arm for the state court system. 
The AOC executes the Judicial Branch budget and supports the activities of 3,800 
employees, including the elected justices, judges and circuit court clerks. 
 



Four levels of Kentucky state courts 
 
There are four levels of Kentucky state courts. The two trial courts, Circuit Court and 
District Court, first hear the facts and issue judgments on those facts. Judicial circuits and 
districts vary in size and number of judges based on population and caseload.  
  
The two appellate courts, the Supreme Court and Court of Appeals, may be asked to 
review the judgment of a lower court to see if a mistake was made. An appeals court 
generally cannot hear any new evidence and must rule on what was presented to the trial 
court. Citizens have the right to one appeal per lawsuit. Beyond this one appeal as a  
“matter of right,” further appeals are discretionary and the appellate court may refuse to 
review such cases. 
 
Appellate Courts 
 
THE SUPREME COURT OF KENTUCKY is the state court of last resort and the 
final interpreter of Kentucky law. The Supreme Court may order a ruling or opinion to be 
published, which means the ruling becomes the case law governing all similar future 
cases in Kentucky. Appeals involving the death penalty, life imprisonment or 
imprisonment for 20 years or more go directly from Circuit Court to the Supreme Court. 
  
All other appeals must first be heard by the Court of Appeals, except those so exceptional 
that the Supreme Court will grant a request to bypass the Court of Appeals. Appeals from 
the Court of Appeals, except workers’ compensation appeals, reach the Supreme Court 
only with the court’s permission. The justices meet one week each month, with the 
exception of July, to hear oral arguments. 
 
Seven justices sit on the Supreme Court and all seven justices rule on appeals before the 
court. The justices are elected from seven Supreme Court districts and serve eight-year 
terms. A chief justice, chosen for a four-year term by his or her fellow justices, is the 
administrative head of the state court system and is responsible for its operation. In 
addition, the Supreme Court establishes rules of practice and procedure for all Kentucky 
judges and attorneys.  
 
THE KENTUCKY COURT OF APPEALS is the lower appellate court. With a few 
exceptions, most cases appealed from Circuit Court go to the Court of Appeals. The 
Court of Appeals also handles appeals of a Circuit Court decision on a District Court 
judgment. The case is not retried at the appeals level. Instead, the original trial record is 
reviewed, with attorneys presenting the legal issues to the Court of Appeals for a 
decision.  
  
Fourteen judges, two elected from each of the seven appellate districts, serve for eight-
year terms. Court of Appeals judges are divided into panels of three to review and decide 
cases, with the majority deciding the outcome. The panels do not sit permanently in one 
location, but move around the state to hear appeals. The Court of Appeals occasionally 



publishes its rulings on cases, which means that those rulings become the governing case 
law for all future similar cases in Kentucky. 
 
Trial Courts 
 
CIRCUIT COURT is the court of general jurisdiction and can hear all types of cases 
unless the General Assembly has given exclusive jurisdiction of particular kinds of cases 
to another court to handle, such as District Court.  
  
Circuit Court hears civil matters involving more than $4,000, capital offenses and 
felonies, divorces, adoptions, termination of parental rights, real property title disputes 
and contested probate matters.  
Circuit Court has the power to issue injunctions and writs of mandamus and prohibition 
to compel or prohibit acts, and to hear appeals from District Court and administrative 
agencies.  
  
Appeals from the Circuit Court are made to the Court of Appeals. Circuit judges serve 
eight-year terms.  
 
FAMILY COURT is a division of Circuit Court. Family Court hears only cases 
involving families and children and its jurisdiction includes dissolution of marriage; 
spousal support and equitable distribution; child support and visitation; paternity; 
adoption; domestic violence; dependency, neglect and abuse; termination of parental  
rights; and runaways and truancy. Appeals from Family Court are made to the Court of 
Appeals. Family Court judges serve eight-year terms.  
 
DISTRICT COURT has limited jurisdiction and handles city and county ordinances, 
traffic offenses, non-contested probate matters, felony preliminary hearings and civil 
cases involving $4,000 or less. Juvenile Court is a division of District Court and hears 
cases involving children under age 18 regarding guardianship, conservatorship, voluntary 
or involuntary commitment, child abuse and neglect, and domestic violence. Small 
Claims Court is also a division of District Court and is an informal, inexpensive means 
for people to file claims in disputes that involve $1,500 or less. Appeals from District 
Court decisions are made to the local Circuit Court. District judges serve four-year terms. 
 
Kentucky Drug Court 
Drug Court provides a court-supervised treatment program designed to stop illicit drug 
use and related criminal activity and promote a positive life change through substance 
abuse education and treatment. Instead of incarceration for drug use, Drug Court 
participants must complete a rigorous drug rehabilitation program that requires reporting 
regularly before a judge. Drug Court has had a significant impact on reducing the rate of 
reoffenders. Drug Court graduates are more likely to return to productive lives and stay 
gainfully employed, pay child support and meet other obligations. 
 
 
 



Clerks of Court 
The Supreme Court and Court of Appeals have clerks of court who are appointed to their 
positions and are responsible for the custody, control and storage of all appellate records. 
  
At the trial court level, circuit court clerks are elected officials of  the court and are 
responsible for the custody, control and safe storage of Circuit Court and District Court 
records. Circuit court clerks also receive lawsuits and court documents, are present during 
trials, schedule juries, receive fines, issue driver’s licenses and handle bond money. One 
circuit court clerk is elected in each of Kentucky’s 120 counties. Circuit court clerks 
serve for a term of six years. 
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Report: Statistics by County 
Adair – 1   Bullitt – 23   Cumberland – 45  
Allen – 2   Butler – 25   Daviess – 46   
Anderson – 4   Caldwell – 27   Edmonson – 48   
Ballard – 5   Calloway – 28   Elliott – 50   
Barren – 6   Campbell – 30   Estill – 51   
Bath – 8   Carlisle – 32   Fayette – 52   
Bell – 10   Carroll – 33   Fleming – 54   
Boone – 12   Carter – 34   Floyd – 55   
Bourbon – 14   Casey – 35   Franklin – 57   
Boyd – 16   Christian – 36   Fulton – 59   
Boyle – 17   Clark – 38   Gallatin – 60   
Bracken – 18   Clay – 40   Garrard – 62   
Breathitt – 19   Clinton – 41   Grant – 63   
Breckinridge – 21  Crittenden – 43  Graves – 64   



Grayson – 66   Lincoln – 107   Owsley – 146  
Green – 67   Livingston – 108  Pendleton – 147 
Greenup – 69   Logan – 109   Perry – 149 
Hancock – 71   Lyon – 111   Pike – 151 
Hardin – 72   Madison – 113  Powell – 153 
Harlan – 74   Magoffin – 115  Pulaski – 155 
Harrison – 76   Marion – 117   Robertson – 157 
Hart – 78   Marshall – 119  Rockcastle – 158 
Henderson – 80  Martin – 121   Rowan – 159 
Henry – 82   Mason – 122   Russell – 161 
Hickman – 83   McCracken – 123  Scott – 163 
Hopkins – 85   McCreary – 125  Shelby – 164 
Jackson – 87   McLean – 127   Simpson – 166 
Jefferson – 88   Meade – 129   Spencer – 168 
Jessamine – 90  Menifee – 130   Taylor – 170 
Johnson – 91   Mercer – 131   Todd – 171 
Kenton – 93   Metcalfe – 132  Trigg – 172 
Knott – 95   Monroe – 134   Trimble – 173 
Knox – 96   Montgomery – 135  Union – 174 
LaRue – 98   Morgan – 136   Warren – 175 
Laurel – 99   Muhlenberg – 138  Washington – 177 
Lawrence – 100  Nelson – 140   Wayne – 178 
Lee – 101   Nicholas – 142  Webster – 179 
Leslie – 103   Ohio – 143   Whitley – 180 
Letcher – 104   Oldham – 144   Wolfe – 182 
Lewis – 105   Owen – 145     Woodford – 184 
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ANNUAL REPORT DOCUMENTATION
FY 2007, FY 2008 & FY 2009

The Administrative Office of the Courts shall issue an annual report beginning calendar year 1987 
with sufficient detail as to be able to identify, on a county-by-county basis as well as statewide totals, 
for felony arrest.
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